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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/986,622 


Applicant(s) 

ROBA ET AL 


cxaiTiiner 

John Hoffmann 


Art Unit 

1731 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 June 2003 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 27-50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 27-30 is/are withdrawn fronn consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 31-33 and 46-50 is/are reiected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 34-45 is/are obiected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 -□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) [I] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) m Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No{s) . 6) CH Other: 
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::Art.Unifc:;i;731: ■ y:;::::: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for al! 
obvknjsness p^edioris se^ 



ipm in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 'whole would have been obvious at the time the 
lnventk>n was made to a person having ordir^ry skill in the art to Which said subject matter pertains. 



;Gfeirris;31-33 are^^^^ 
Lys;soriet:^ (5,897,681 

Lyssonet at(S 

lower portion of a bottom ctiinrihey with a decreasing cross-s^tional area SpecifiGaily^ 
Lysson et ai disclose art drawing furnace comprising a ftjrnace body haying 

a susceptor (2), induction coil (5) and insulating material (3); eiernent 1 1 and seal 12 



forced in a downward diredion in 
the examiner tak^^ 

inherently pass through the claimed angle ranges in view of the change of direction of 
thecfovA^ward 

a related optical fiber drawing device in Fig, 1 and show the use of nozzle 20 located at 
the bottom of element 17 which corresponds to the instant bottom chimney, the 
translatidn in the fast sentence par [0027] explai 
air firom seeping into the 
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the art to have installed the instant lower portion, i.e. nozzle, on element 7 of Lysson et 
af the reason disclosed by JP 08^^ 

G{aifns 46-50 are rejected under 35 U SC 103(a) as being unpatentable 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ L^^ 

applrcarit as appBed to d^^ in vt^ of EP 0 867 412. 

EP 0 867 412 disclose graphite feitthat has been rigidified u 
fiber drawiriglnductipn ft^ 1 ; lines 7-10, and paragraph brklging pages 2-3). 

The felt consists of graphite fibers (Col. 3, lines 1-3). EP 0 867 412 shows a variety of 
shapes and sizes <>f tt^^ 
rigidified gfraphite r^ 

>A«3u!d have been obvious to use thts su^ laf^aratus of Lysson et af ; 

in order to pbtein its benefits as ta^ the 
purview of one of ordinary skill in the art to determine additional daimed fe^ures such 
assize, cui^red shape and fiber orient dependenton the ihsulation requirements^^ 
and in view of teachings of EP Q 867 412 where a plurality of different shapes and 
::-::'}nsulatfon sizes ar^shpwi. i^' . 
Claims 34-45 objected ^to 

^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6-1 1-03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

It is argued that Lysson introduces the gas perpendictular to the preform and that 
the downward motion is merely the eventual direction the gas takes; that does not meet 
the claim requirement that the gas is introduced In a downward direction. This 
argument Is not persuasive for the following reason: The claim does not require that the 
introduction occurs in a downward direction. By means of the Lysson distributor, the 
conditionaing gas is uniformly introduced Into the top chimney and foredly directed in a 
downward direction. If the distributor was not there, there would be no gas to go In the 
downward direction. The claim does not require that the distributor is the ONLY 
structure which causes the downward flow, but It Is clear that the distributor is an agent 
by which gas from the line 13 is directed downward. 

It is still further argued that the gas Is not "forcedly directed". It Is forcedly 
directed in as much as instant invention has forcedly directed gas. The pressure of the 
gas forces it downward into a region of less pressure. 

It is further argued that the gas is not supplied uniformly. Supplying gas is a 
method step: the present claims are apparatus claims. One can use the obvious 
structure to supply the gas uniformly (i.e not varying in pressure or composition). 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis connnnunication or earlier comnnunications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Hoffmann whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0469. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:00- 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve Griffin can be reached on 703-308-1 164. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone n;^mber is 703-308- 
0651. 

John Ho^ann 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 
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